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Denise, 27, an accountant, and Orlando, 34,
a general contractor, were set on having a
traditional, stylish New York City wedding.
“] estimated that we’d need to spend about
$30,000,” recalls Denise. “Orlando said,
‘Absolutely not.” We wanted to buy a house,
so we knew we had to cut the wedding bud-
get. With a lower figure in mind, I started do-
ing tons of research—online, in magazines
and by talking to recent brides—to figure out
how Lo have what we wanted, for less.”

“Part of my plan to save money was to gel
things directly from the manufacturers and
cut out the middle man, where possible.
When [ searched the Web for favors or roses
or invitations, I added the word ‘wholesale’ or
‘discount.” I was able to find a candle whole-
saler who sold me two dozen sets of white
pillar candles, 280 votives and 90 candle-
holders for $300. Since the shop was within
driving distance, I didn’t even have to pay for
shipping. Another f{ind: a website that sold
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roses wholesale at very reasonable prices.
| purchased Black Magic Roses and gave
them to the florist to work with. Since floral
arrangements for the reception tables can re-
ally add up, we opted for beautiful but inex-
pensive candlelight centerpieces (below).
Each consisted of a large white pillar candle
placed in an upside-down cake plate (rented
for $5 each) and surrounded by water, cran-
berries ($2 per bag) and two large roses.
Around the centerpieces, we scattered rose
petals and cranberry-colored votive holders
to achieve the romantic glow [ wanted.”

“We decided to hire a wedding coordinator.
Early on, we found that we were going over
our agreed-upon budget. So we went to
Samantha Goldberg of Gold Events, a plan-
ner based in New Jersey. She was able to get
us back down to the number we had in mind
and even found a florist who could
create our bouquets, corsages,
boutonnieres and centerpieces for
$300. We could have gone with a
less expensive DJ, but having
someone experienced was impor-
tant to us. [ also consider my
wedding dress a splurge, even
though ['ve seen others that cost
far more. [t was a strapless gown
with sapphire-colored Swarovski
crystals and ice-blue bugle beads.
Every bride wants the most beautiful dress
she’s ever seen, and 1 loved the classic yet
modern look of mine.”
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Church/Minister: $500

Reception (including food, drinks,
table décor and favors): $9,000

Flowers/Décor: $635

Hair/Makeup: $100

Bridal Gown: $1,700

Photography: $1,500

Videography: $1,250

I Music: $1,500
Limousine: $850

‘ Favors: $175

3 Wedding Planner: $2,000

Invitations: $150

“Do your homework! It’s amazing how much
you can save if you spend some time re-
searching. In addition to finding wholesale
flowers and candles, [ tracked down a place
that offered great prices on both wedding
gowns and bridesmaid dresses. Another
simple but surprising money-saver that we
discovered was choosing an invitation that
didn’t require extra postage the way some of
the heavier ones do. We chose a single flat
sheet and a response card with an entwined
heart motif that was simple but elegant.” m

A glowing
centerpiece
of roses,
cranberries
and votives
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confident bride |aovice

Man Power

Wedding planning isn’t just for brides. Here, casy ways to get
your guy involved. by Jennifer Lazarus

M Just got engaged? Let him help spread the
good news. Divvy up your list so he can call

his family and friends.

M [s he creative? Ask him to design an
engagement announcement card online to be

sent out to family and friends.

M If he never failed a math test, managing
the wedding budget is the perfect task for
him. “Simply put, the man likes to be
in charge of the money,” says Samantha
Goldberg, owner of Gold Events, in
Bridgewater, NJ. Software programs, like
Quicken, and wedding-planning programs
that include a budget tool might make this

task even more appealing to him.

M Does he have negotiating skills? Ask him
to work out the prices with vendors, and see
what kinds of “extras™ he can manage to get

included in your packages.

musicians, he should take charge of
providing them with a list of the tunes you
both want to hear (and don’t want to hear).

B If you've decided to set up your iPod and
speakers at the reception, have him create
the playlist and enlist a willing tech-savvy
guest to help out with the process.

B Ask him to work with your photographer
and videographer. “Men want to make sure
they won’t have to pose for too many photos,
and they don’t want the photographer to be
invasive of their space,” says Goldberg. Your
groom can lay out your mutually agreed-upon
rules with your professional.

M “The wine and bar menu for the wedding
reception is a very big deal for a lot of grooms,”
says Sharon Naylor, author of 1000 Best Secrets
Sfor Your Perfect Wedding (Sourcebooks).
Suggest he throw a wine-tasting party for a
group of friends to test out different wines.

“Grooms also love getting behind the bar and
making up their own drinks,” adds Goldberg.

M If your guy’s a “foodie,” let him determine
the menu, suggest Judith Sherven and Jim
Sniechowski, authors of The Smart Couple’s
Guide to the Wedding of Your Dreams (New
World Library). Even if he isn’t an expert, be
sure he accompanies you on your taste-
sampling visits to caterers, adds Naylor.

B What groom wouldn’t jump at the chance
to pick the big-day transportation? “Exotic
car rentals are huge right now,” says Naylor.
“The Rolls-Royce, the Bentley, the Lotus
Esprit, the Hummer stretch limousines—
guys get to test-drive all these exotic cars.”

M [s he a secret fashionista? Have him enjoy
choosing his own big-day ensemble, whether
it’s a linen tux for a beach wedding or a black
tux paired with a colorful vest for a more
formal affair. Continued on page 212

B In wedding planning, no task is
unimportant. Have him take charge of tipping
the vendors. Suggest that he create the tip

envelopes to hand out at the reception.

B Nowadays many couples write their own
wedding vows. Bring out his romantic side

by asking him to express his thoughts.
Collaborate on writing the vows, or ask him
to research any special readings that the two

of you would like to include.

B If carpentry is one of his skills, put him to
work (and save money!). Goldberg worked
with a groom who built a plywood canopy for
his ceremony, which was then covered with

orange-and-fuchsia organza fabric.

B Remember those exciting nights out on the
town when you first started dating? Have him
research bands and DJs, and arrange for the
two of you to go out on “dates” to take notes
and compare. Once you choose your
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Here are some ways that

men have pitched in with wedding planning.

“My husband helped me with the
seating arrangements for the
reception—this was a good task for
him because he could visualize them,
and | couldn’t.”

—Suzan Kerner. Wedding: August 2002.

*Since we combined Jewish and Greek
customs, my husband was in charge
of finding the stefania (traditional
Greek crowns) that were placed on
our heads during the ceremony. He
was also involved in choosing the
band and making sure they could
find a bouzouki (a Greek stringed
instrument player), so we could have
Greek music and dancing.”
—Marei Goldstein.
Wedding: Noevember 2004.

“My husband did one thing—kept
my mother-in-law out of our plans!”
—Jill Rosenthal. Wedding: August 2002.

“The most gratifying part of the

wedding planning for me was when

| got our photographer to agree fo

throw in digital photos for free.”
—Rob Coviello. Wedding: May 2003.

“For our upcoming wedding, | got
my fiancé involved in the food. |
also schedule time to discuss the.
wedding. This way, | resist the urge
to harass him with wedding issues,
and | have his full attention when
we do sit down to talk.”
—Tamar Ben-Moshe,
Wedding: Januaty 2007.



BRIDAL GUIDE SERVICES

Planning your wedding is tough work, especially when you're
juggling your career and life along with it! To make it a little
easier, we've collected some of our best resources for you

here in one handy list. Happy planning!

SUBSCRIBER SERVICE

Want to subscribe to Bridal Guide? Have
a question about your subscription? Call
toll-free 800-513-1790.

READER SERVICE

Want more information about any of the
products you've seen advertised in Bridal
Guide? Get details sent directly to you simply
by filling out the Booklets Just for You order
form in the back of this book, and checking
off the products or honeymoon locations
you're interested in.

WEEKLY TIPS

Want the latest and best information deliv-
ered right to your email box? Just sign up for
the bridalguide.com weekly newsletter, sit
back and let us collect and send it to you!
All you have to do is type your email address
into the sign-up box on the right of our website
home page at bridalguide.com.

CHANCES TO WIN

Feeling lucky? Need to take a bite out of your
budget? Bridal Guide offers lots of chances
to win great prizes. Flip though the pages of
our magazine to find sweepstakes and con-
tests, or see them all listed on our website at
bridalguide.com/sweeps.

TALK ABOUT IT

Sometimes, only another bride can truly
understand what you're going through.
Whether you need to vent it out, or want to
get tips and ideas from women just like
you, log on to our message boards and
find friends 24/7. Special opportunity:
Bridesmaids driving you bonkers? Got tips
for keeping sane and keeping your friends?
Share it all at bridalguide.com/bonkers and
you'll be automatically entered to win one of
six beauty baskets worth $200 each!

Man Power
Continued from page 210

B Ask him to help you play matchmaker and
create seating arrangements for your
reception tables. “Matching personalities can
be fun and exciting for the couple to do
together,” says Goldberg.

M These days, people register for all kinds of
nontraditional wedding presents. He can take
care of signing up for a flat-screen TV, a DVD
player or even a computer.

M “A lot more grooms are taking charge of
the diplomatic issues that come up between
all the people involved in the wedding
planning,” says Naylor. Does he have the
skills to mediate between you and your
respective families if disagreements arise and
discussions heat up? If so, then by all means
let him be the official peacekeeper!

B If you're worried about the best man’s (or
anyone’s) toast, ask your fiancé to have a
heart-to-heart talk with them about your
concerns, suggests Sherven. Nervous about
his Uncle Bob’s tendency to party a bit too
hearty? Let your groom know about your
concerns beforehand, so that he can handle
any situation that might arise (it’s always
better to be safe than sorry!).

B Make him the unofficial tour guide for your
out-of-town guests. Ask him to create a list of
sightseeing spots, restaurants and bars in
your area so your guests can enjoy your
wedding location.

B “More and more men want to take dance
lessons because they don’t want to make a
fool out of themselves during the first dance,”
says Naylor. Have him research local
instructors and studios.

B Ask him to put on a show to wow your
guests by creating a PowerPoint presentation
that includes childhood photos of each of
you, as well as ones that document your
dating relationship and your courtship. This
is a surefire crowd-pleaser!

M In regular “wedding update” meetings, get
his input on decisions. As time goes on and
the big day gets closer, he’ll become more
and more involved with the details of the
day—and that’s just as it should be. After all,
the wedding belongs to both of you! u



