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Dream Weddings 
Continued from page 124 

The Game Plan 
Deni se, 27, an accountant, and Orlando, 34, 
a gen er al con trac tor, were sel on having a 

traditional, stylis h New York City wedding. 

"I es tima ted that we'd need to sp end about 

$30,000, " recall s Deni se. " Orl a ndo sa id, 

'Absolutely not. ' We want ed 10 bu y a house , 

so we knew we had to cut the wedding bud­

get. With a lower figure in mind, I started do­

ing Ions of research--online, in magazin es 

a nd by talking to recent brid es-to figure out 

how to have what we wanted, for less." 

Saving Strategies 
"Part of my pl an to save money was to ge t 

things directl y from the manufacturer s and 

c u t out th e middl e man , where possibl e . 

When I se arc hed the Web for favors or roses 

or invitations, I added the word 'wholesal e' or 

'disco unt.' I was abl e to lind a candle whole­

sa le r who so ld me two doz en se ts of whit e 

pillar cand les , 280 votives and 90 ca nd le ­

holder s for :3300. Since the shop was within 

dr iving distance, I didn't even have to pay for 

shippi ng. An oth er find: a web sit e tha t sold 

roses wholesale at very rea sonabl e pri ces. 

I purch ased Bla ck Magi c Ro ses a nd gave 

them to the floris t to work with . Sinee floral 

arra ngeme nts for the reception tabl es ca n re­

a lly add up, we opl ed for beautiful but inex­

pensi ve ca nd lel igh t ce nte rp ieces (below). 

Eac h cons isted of a large white pill ar ca nd le 

placed in an upsid e-down cake plat e (ren ted 

for $5 eac h) and sur rounded hy water, cran­

berri es (S2 per bag) and two large roses. 

Around the ce nterp ieces, we sca tte red rose 

pet al s a nd cra nberry-colored votive hold ers 

to ac hieve the romantic glow I want ed. " 

Biggest Splurges 
" We dec ided to hire a wedding coord ina tor. 

Ea rly on, we found that we were goi ng over 

o u r ag reed - upo n budget. So we went 10 

Sa ma ntha Gold berg of Gold Events, a plan­

ner based in New Jersey. She was a ble to get 

us back down to the number we had in mind 

and even found a flori st who co uld 

c re a te our bouqu et s, corsages, 

boutonnieres and cent erp ieces for 

$300. We could hav e gone with a 

les s ex pe ns ive OJ , hut havin g 

someo ne experie nce d was impor­

tant to us. I al so e o ns ide r m y 

wedding dress a s p lu rge , eve n 

though I' ve seen othe rs that cos t 

far mor e . It was a stra pless gown 

with sa pph ire -colored Swarovski 

crysta ls and ice-blue bugle head s. 

Eve ry hride wants the most beauti ful dr ess 

she 's e ve r seen, and I loved the cl assi c ye t 

modern look of mine." 

BUDGET
 
BREAKDOWN
 
Church/Minister: $500
 

Reception (including food, drinks,
 

tab le decor and favors): $9 ,000
 

Flowers/Decor: $635
 

Hair/Makeup: $100
 

Bridal Gown : $1,700
 

Photography: $1 ,500
 

Videography: $1,250
 

Music: $1 ,500
 

Limousine: $850
 

Favors: $175
 

Wedding Planner: $2,000
 

Invitations: $150
 

TOTAL: $19,360 

Words to the Wise 
"D o your homework! It's amazing how much 

you ca n sav e if you s pe nd so me tim e re­

sea rc hing. In add ition to finding wholesale 

flowers and candles, 1 track ed down a pla ce 

thai offered gre a t pri ces on both wedding 

go wns a nd brid esmaid dre sses . Ano the r 

simple but sur pris ing mon ey- saver that we 

di scover ed was choos ing a n in vit ati on that 

didn't require extra postage the way some of 

the heavi e r ones do. We c hose a s ingle flat 

sheet and a response car d with an entwined 

heart motif that was simple but elegant." _ 
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confident bride IADVICE 

ManPower 
Wedding planning isn't just for brides. Here, easy w y to get 
your guy involved. byJennifer Lazarus 

• Just got engaged? Let him help spread the 

good news. Divvy up your list so he can ca ll 

his family and friend s. 

• Is he cre ati ve ? As k him to d esign a n 

engagement announcement card online to be 

se nt out to family and friends. 

• If he never failed a math test, managing 

the wedding budget is th e perfect task for 

him . "S i m p ly put, th e man lik e s to be 

in c ha rge of the mon ey," says Sa man tha 

Go ld be rg, ow ne r o f G old Eve n ts, in 

Bridgewat e r, NJ. Softwa re program s, lik e 

Qui ck en , and wedding-planning prog ram s 

that include a budget tool might mak e thi s 

task even more appealing to him . 

• Does he have negotiatin g skills '? Ask him 

to work out the prices with vend ors , and see 

what kind s of " extra s" he can man age to get 

included in your packages. 

• In wedding pl a nning, n o ta sk is 

unimportant . Have him take charge of tipping 

the vendors. Sugges t that he crea te the tip 

envelopes to hand out at the recept ion. 

• Nowadays many couples write their own 

wedding vows. Bring out his romanti c side 

b y as k ing him to ex p re ss hi s thou ght s. 

Collaborate on writing the vows, or ask him 

to research any spec ial readings that the two 

of you would like to include. 

• If carpentry is one of his skills, put him to 
work (and sa ve moneyl). Goldberg work ed 

with a groom who buill a plywood canopy for 

his ce remony, which was then covered with 

oran ge-and-fuch sia organza fabri c . 

• Rememb er those exciting nights out on the 

town when you first started dating? Have him 

research band s and DJs, and arrange for the 

two of you to go out on "dates" to take notes 

and c om pare . On c e you c h oose yo u r 
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mu si cians, h e should tak e c h a rge of 

providing them with a list of the tunes you 

both want to hear (and don't want to hear). 

• If you've decid ed to se t up your iPod and 

sp eak ers at the recept ion, hav e him crea te 

the playlist and enlis t a willing tech-savvy 

gues t to help out with the process. 

• As k him to work with your photographer 
and videographer. " Men want to make sure 

they won't have to pose for too man y photo s, 

and they don't want the phot ographer to be 

invasive of their space," says Gold berg. Your 

groom can lay out your mutually agreed-upon 

nil es with your professional. 

• "Th e wine and bar menu for the wedding 

reception is a very big deal for a lot of grooms," 

says Sharon Naylor, author of 1000 Best Secrets 
for Your Perfe ct Wedding (Sourc ebooks). 

Sugges t he throw a wine-t asting part y for 11 

group of friends to test out di fferent wines. 

"G rooms also love gettin g behind the bar and 

making up their own drink s," adds Goldberg. 

• If your guy's a "foodi e," let him determine 

the menu, su ggest Judith Sherven and Jim 

Sniec howski, authors of The Smart Couple's 
Guide to the Wedding of JfJur Dreams (New 

World Library). Even if he isn 't an expert, be 

s ure he ac compani es yo u on you r ta st e­

sampling visi ts to cat erers, adds Naylor. 

• What groom wouldn 't jump at the chance 

to pick the big-day transportation ? "Exotic 

car rentals are huge right now," says Naylor. 

"The Roll s-Royce, th e Bentley, the Lotu s 

Esprit , the Hummer s tre tc h lim ou sines­

guys get to test-drive all these exotic cars ." 

• Is he a sec ret fas hionis ta? Have' him enj oy 

choosing his own big-day ensemble, wheth er 

it's a linen tux for a beach wedding or a black 

tu x paired with a colorful vest for a mor e 

formal affair. Continued on page 212 
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BRIDAL GUIDE SERVICES
 
Planning your wedding is tough work, especially when you're 
juggling your career and life along with it! To make it a little 
easier, we've collected some of our best resources for you 
here in one handy list. Happy planning! 

SUBSCRIBER SERVICE 
Want to subscribe to Bridal Guide? Have 
a question about your subscript ion? Call 
toll -free 800-513-1790. 

READER SERVICE 
Want more information about any of the 
products you've seen adverti sed in Bridal 
Guide? Get detai ls sent direct ly to you simply 
by f illing out the Booklets Just for You order 
form in the back of th is book, and checking 
off the products or honeymoon locations 
you're interested in. 

WEEKLY TIPS 
Want the latest and best info rmat ion deliv­
ered right to your ema il box? Just sign up for 
the bridalguide.com weekly newsletter, sit 
back and let us collect and send it to you! 
All you have to do is type your email address 
into the sign-up box on the right of our website 
home page at bridalguide.corn. 

CHANCES TO WIN 
Feeling lucky? Need to ta ke a bite out of your 
budget? Bridal Guide offers lots of chances 
to win great prizes. Flip thou gh the pages of 
our magazine to find sweepstakes and con­
tests, or see them all listed on our website at 
brida lgulde.com/sweeps. 

TALK ABOUT IT 
Sometim es, only another bride can t ruly 
und erstan d what you 're going th rough. 
Whethe r you need to vent it out. or want to 
get t ips and ideas from women just like 
you, log on to our message boards and 
find friends 24/7. Special opportunity: 
Bridesmaids driving you bonkers? Got tips 
for keeping sane and keeping your friends? 
Share it all at bridalgu ide.com/bonkers and 
you'll be automatically entered to win one of 
six beauty baskets worth $200 each! 

Man Power 
Continued from page 210 

• Ask him to help you play matchm aker and 

c re a te s eatin g a rra ng e me n ts fo r yo u r 

receptio n tables. "Matching personalities ca n 

be fun and exc i t ing for t he c ouple to do 

together," says Goldb erg. 

• These days, people register for all kinds of 

nontraditional wedding presents. He can take 

care of signing up for a flat-screen TV, a DVD 

player or even a computer. 

• "A lot more grooms are ta king cha rge of 

the dip lomatic issues tha t come up between 

a ll th e pe ople invo lved i n th e wedding 

pla nn ing," says Nay lor. Does he ha ve the 

s k ills to med iat e be twe e n you a nd yo ur 

respective families if disagreement s arise and 

discu ssions heat up? If so, then by all means 

le t him be the officia l peacekeep er! 

• If you're worried about the best man's (or 

an yon e 's) toa s t, as k your fia nce to hav e a 

heart-to-h eart ta lk with them a bout your 

con cern s, suggests Sherve n. Nervous abou t 

his Unc le Bob's tenden cy to party a b it too 

hearty? Let your groom know a bo ut your 

concerns beforehand , so that he ca n handle 

an y s itua tion t hat might a ris e (it's a lways 

better to be safe than sorry!). 

• Make him the unofficial tour guide for your 

out-of-town guests. Ask him to create a lis t of 

s ights ee ing spots , restauran ts and ba rs in 

your a rea so your g ues ts ca ll e nj oy yo ur 

wedding location . 

• " More and more men want to tak e dance 

lessons because they don 't want to ma ke a 

fool out of themselves duri ng the first dan ce, " 

says Na ylo r. H ave him r e s ea rch loca l 

instructors and stud ios. 

• As k him to pu t on a show to wow your 

guests by creating a PowerPo int presentation 

tha t incl udes c hild hood ph otos of each of 

you , as wel l as ones tha t do cu ment your 

dati ng relatio nsh ip and your cour tship. Th is 

is a sure fire crowd- pleaser! 

• In regular "wedding update" meetings, get 

h is inpu t on decis ions. As time goes on and 

th e big day ge ts cl oser, he'll becom e mor e 

and mor e in volved with th e detai ls of the 

day- and that's j ust as it should be. After all, 

the wedding belongs to both of you! • 


