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de tai ls. To avoid con fusion, note that a 

formal invite will follow. 

You can ge t th e news om inst antly 

to a com p uter-friend ly crowd without 

spe nding a penny via www.sendornatic. 

com . D ress up your message with mu sic 

and motion if you wish . Or send a hand­

written note to g uests, namely G rand ma, 

who may not be intern et savvy. An other 

cost-cut ting move is to com bine save-the­

da tes with YOUt engagement an nounce­

ment. You' ll answer everyone's very first 

ques t ion and avoid m ailing th e same 

people tw ice. 

T here are only th ree reasons to skip 

send ing save-the-dates : If your budget 

does n't scre ech, your ti me ta ble is too 

shor t (less than six months), or if all your 

guests are local. 

So wha t mi ght th is save- t he-da te 

look like W edding planner Samant ha 
' 

Go ldb erg of Go ld Events in Br idgewater 

tells us th at "magnet save-the-dates are 

so been ther e, done that. Why not be a 

little different?" So here are some ou t­

side- the-box save-the-ideas: 

• Mail your mess age in a pla stic bottle 

with a dash of sand, shells , or confetti . 

See ww w.capeimages.com or www.borrle 

mea message.com. 

• Send a mo ck boardi ng pass for your 

des ti nation weddi ng. 

• Share a taste of what's ahead : a mor­

sel of your wedd ing cake inside its own 

ti ny box. Ask your baker to creare one, 

or bake your own. 

• Se nd a he a re - sh ap ed m o no ­

gra m m ed coo k ie. Vi sit ww w.r o11ing 

pi np ro d uc tions .co m or www.cook ies 

bydesign.com . 

"Because it's often so fan ci ful , the 

save-t he-da te sometimes ge ts mo re raves 

than the inv ite itself," says Gregoli . 

And G old berg offers another piece of 

advice: "J US t keep in m ind t hat if you 

wow your guests wit h a big-budget save­

the- date , they' ll expect an even more 

elabo rate invitati on ." 
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INVITATIONS 
AND ACCESSORIES 

The Bag Lady 
154 South Lane, West Windsor 
609 -426 -4001 
email: stewcards6@comcasr. net 
Patric ia Stewart of the Bag Lady creates 
custom-desig ned invitat ions for any type 
of weddi ng. There are many sry les to 
choose from, with embellishments or clas­
sic desig ns. 

The Blue Tulip 
The Promenade, Route 73 Sout h, Marlto n 
856-596 -3073 
www.blueculip.com 
Inspi red, custom-designed wedding sta ­
tionery, from invita tions to place cards and 
thank-you notes. Open daily; no appoint­
ment necessary. Graphic designer on staff. 

Calligraphy Arts 
Maplewood, 888 -478-6400 
www.calligraphyarts .com 
Call igraph y Arts is a call igrap hy studio 
offering hand- lettered calligraphy. 

Calligraphy by Jennifer 
973-335-6326 
Offering a var ie ty of dis tinctive, hand­
inscribed styles, Jennifer's callig raphy 
en hances envelopes and place cards with 
elegance and sophistication. 

Designs by Stephanie 
Little Egg Harbor , 609-812-1383 
www.sdesigns.biz 
Graphic design er Stephanie Somodi offers 
more th an 70 uni que handmade invita­
tion designs, each with mul tiple layers and 
embellished with such details as Austrian 
crys tals, colo rful ri b bons, sh im mery 
papers, frosted snowflakes, star fish, and raf­
fia to ensure that each invitation is un ique 
to your perso nality. Many of her designs 
have seasonal the mes. She also desig ns 
ptog rams , plac e cards, and menu cards. 
Samples can be viewed on her websire. 

The Front Porch 
24 S. Main Stree t, Pennington 
609 -737-007 1 
www.thefrontporchnj.com 
The Front Porch specializes in all kinds of 
wedd ing invi tations , includi ng save-the­
date cards, shower invita tions, and thank 
yous. Th ey also carry an extensive array of 
gifts for the ent ire wedding par ty, includ­
ing custom and personalized items, unique 
wedding albu ms, and frames. 

IN YOUR OWN WORDS 

Samantha Goldberg ofGold Events in 
Bridgewater offers an inexpensive, personal 
option: Recordyour news onaCD. Imagine 
this: "Hi! I want you tobe thefirs t toknow 
thatJack popped thebig question last 
weekend , and ofcourse I said 'YES!' We're 
going to getmarried May 1st on Long 
Beach Island, so markyour ca lendar. Can 't 
wait to see you there. We loveyou! " 

You can even add a mix ofyour favorite 
songs to yourannouncementtoget your 
guests inthe mood, as on the CD above, 

Or tryaDVD showing you opening a 
ring box, trying ona sparklydiamond, and 
introducing your fiance. Aunt Susieand all 
your nearest anddearest will be thrilled to 
hearthegood news directly from you.And 
you betterbelieve they'regoing tosave that 
date,-P.K. 

Heather Baird Loya 
Couture Invitations 
and Event Styling 
Bernardsville, 908 -638-9910 
Hob oken, 201-232-4502 
www.handm adebyhea ther.com or 
www.lepaper tique.com 
Designer and stylist Heather Baird Loya's 
innovat ive approach to letterpress invira­
rions and all coord j nati ng accessories gives 
any forma l event elegance and style. She 
offers cout ure ensembles that include boxed 
invi ta tions, rhinesto ne embell ishments, 
luxu ry ribbons, custom monog rams , wax 
seals, add ressed envelopes, ceremony pro ­
grams, escort cards, custom favors, menus, 
rable nu mbers, and silk tab le linens. She 
specializes in the "Scuffed , Stamped, and 
Sent" pack age, in which the invitation can 
be fully assembled, addressed, stamped, 
and posted in the mail. She has personal 
consul tations in Hoboken, Bernard sville, 
Mend ham , and High Bridge. Home con­
sultations are also available. 

Invitations Et Cetera 
129 South Livingston Avenue, Livingston 
973-992 -3020 
Here you can browse th rough books of 
invitations, pla ce cards, napk ins, favors, 
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