
My friends joke that the 
only way I'll get married 
is if it's 3 a.m. in Vegas 
and Elvis is officiating 
That's not quite true ­
the only way I'll get mar­
ried is if it changes my 
byline to something like 
"Smith" Or "Robinson" 1 
don't generally like wed­
dings, no matter how 
much 1like the couple, 
and 1couldn't justify 
spendmg thousands 
upon thousands of dollars 
for what boils dovvn to a 
one-mght party And I've 
seen well-educated, mtel­
ligent women with high­
level jobs reduced to 
tears over napkin colors. 
Samantha Goldberg 

feels my pain. 

A self-proclaimed "qirly girl" who 
IS one of the feature d weddmg plan­
ners on "\lVhoseWeddmg IS It 
AnY'Nafl" on the Style Network, 
Goldberg specializes in budget 
bndes, pullmg off affairs for as little 
as $7.000 

'It's not how much budget you 
have. It'S how to use It," she said 
"More IS not the best way to go" 

Goldberg got involved in event 
plannmg while she worked in sales 
and marketing management for skin 
care companies, working on trade 
shows and events. \lVhenmembers of 
her staff ask ed her to plan their wed­
dings, she did. \lVhen their guests 
asked who the wedding planner was, 
a business was born. 

When she and her husband moved 
to Bndgewater from Chicaqo for hIS 
Job, she decided to start her own (..­
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Sama ntha Goldbe rg with a co uple gettin g 
ma rried in Anguilla d uring the taping of he r 
show "Whose Wedd ing is it Anyway?" on 
the Style Network. 

There are trends associated with weddings, 
as with anything else. Tented weddings are 
becoming increasingly pop ular, Goldb e rg 
said. That way;co uples can have the outdoor 
wedding with chic piped and drap ed sur­
roundings. 

Another trend is that of the cocktail reception 
with stations, rather than a formal, sit-down 
dinner. Mashed potato martinis, tap as, carving 
stations , even Chinese food can be set up 
instea d of a dinner. That kind of recept ion 
goes well with an afternoon wedding, as after­
noons tend to b e ch eaper options when look­
ing at venues in the firs t place. 

"It's not as stuffy, it 's not as traditional," she 
said . One wedding she 's plarmed had a "New 
York, New York" theme with stations represent­
ing different ne ighborhoods in the city; such as 
Little Italy and Chinatown. 

She's also plarmed ceremonies as diverse as 
the state 's residents : a Nige rian wedding , an 
Albanian wedding , and an Indian wedding , 
along with the interfaith ceremonies that are 
becoming incre asingly common. 

Goldberg also said she enjoys going beyond 
the basic florals for events. Ligh ted cen ter­
pieces, especially those with feathers, are 
catching on, as are othe r non-traditional cen­
terpieces.At a wedding with an "Under the 
Sea" theme, the cente rpieces had fish swim­
ming in them, while a "feng shui" wedding fea­
tured alternating centerp ieces of palm fronds 
and fishb owls with lampshades . 

While it's impor tant that personality be 
incorporate d into the wedding, sometimes it 

"I ALWAYS TELL PEO­
PLE BEFORE YOU GET 
MARRIED, WE'RE 
GOING TO GET MAR­
RIED. I'M GOING TO 
LEARN MORE ABOUT 
YOU THAN THE 

firm , Gold Events. 
"I'm not a stay at home pe rson. I'm fully into 

my work," she said . Though she 's a full-time 
mother to two-ye ar-old daughter Sydney;her 
office is in he r home, and she limits the num­
ber of weddings she does every year. 

When she star ted dropping her bu sine ss 
ca rds around the state , she was met with a 
less-than-warm welcome. 

"] talked to some of the vendors, and what 

gets in the way;and not in the usu al sense. 
Goldbe rg has quit couples, so me for personal­
ity clashes or con trolling b rides , but also if she 
see s that it's not going to work out. 

"] can' t sit through it and watch. ] have put 
my foot down, b ecause ] can 't sle ep at night 
othe rwise :' she said, noting tha t she 's not 
going to help coup les she do es n't see workin g 
out down the aisle, and has recomm ended 
couples she has worked with to postpone their 

FRIENDS WHOVE 
KNOWN YOU YOUR 
WHOLE LIFE." 

they basically said was 'We d on't like plan­
ners: " she said . He r first ye ar saw he r take on 
40 weddings, and the re are 58 in the works 
this year ­ too man y;she said , and in future 

we ddings. " If you have a pa ssion for this busi­
ness , you can' t." 

Like many in the business, she 's seen weddings 
fail to be, though never anyone left at the altar. 

- Samantha Goldberg 
years she'll limit it to 50. 

Currently; she 's working on a no-exp ense­
spared wedding in Deal, where she will trans ­
form the tents into a "Woodland Wonderland: ' 
featuring tre es , vines, and mosses. 

"There 's not one wedding that ] put together 
that's like any other. It's re fle ctive of the cou­
ples and the ir personalities ," she sa id , although 
there comes a po int whe n pe rsonality stops 
and taste must take over. Cur rently; she 's work­
ing with a b ride that wanted a leather co uch to 
sit on during the reception, which doesn 't fit 
with the theme the bride chos e . 

"If you hire a plarmer, that means you' re giv­
ing up some control.You have to trust your 
planner, or don't have one :' she said. 

"] just had a b ride call and ask me , 'Has any­
one canc elled the wedding three months 
befo re?": she said. "I told he r, I've had a cou­
ple cancel two weeks before ." 

Her work is currently being feature d on the 
Style Network, where she 's one of the rotating 
p lanners for "Who's We dding is it Anyway?" 
Just returned from filming a sp ecial in Anguilla, 
whe re she se t up a wedding for a couple that 
had won a co ntest, she said that while the all­
out weddings are fun, the budge t wedd ings 
force her to think more crea tively. 

Her next crea tive idea? A wedding in a 
chocolate factory, if she can . "I'm trying to con­
vince a chocolatier,"she said . 

1 think even 1might enjoy that one. • 
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Tips for 
brides on 
a budget 

If you're a budqet-conscious couple, 
what can you do to have a wedding that 
won't cost you the down payment on a 
house? While you can't have a 200-person 
event for $7,000, you can have a tasteful, 
elegant affair. 

First, think times . 
Acco rding to Goldberg, Friday and 

Sunday evenings can be 20 to 50 percent 
less than the coveted Saturday afternoons. 

Time of year is also a factor. Instead of 
April, May, June, Septembe r or October, 
think off-peak. If you have your wedding 
the first week of November or March, you 
can save significantly. 

Another t ip? Priorit ize. Figure out what 
you and your guests will remember most: a 
fantastic view, or fantastic cake? A live band, 
or good liquor to get everyone dancing? 

For Go ldberg, the venue and the pho­
tog rapher and videographer are among 
those things not to skimp. 

"People remember if the food was bad, 
but people don't remember if the food 
was just ok.' she said. 

As far as comes t ib les go, the typ e of 
liquor served at the ope n bar always 
invite s heated discussio n between the 
p lanner, bride, and groom. 

" The grooms always have something to 
say abou t that," she said . "There have 
been arguments abo ut that in my office." 

She said it 's better to forego the "just for 
my father" scotch or the "just for the br idal 
couple" champagne. Once a guest sees 
one person drink ing that certain some­
th ing, it turns into a hassle. 

One thing she said to not think of as a 
luxury item is the wedding planner. If you've 
got a $12,000 budget, the right planner can 
help you make it happen, even with a fee 
that might be a third of that budget. 

"More is not the best way to go . Brides on 
a budge t need a plannermore than anyone," 
she said. "They need someone not in their 
family who can be unbiased and creative." 

Having relationships with a wide variety 
of vendors is just one of the bonuses of hir­
ing a planner, and planners also can take 
the stress out of the millions of decision s to 
make, and a good one will know you well 
enough to make the right choices. 

" I always tell people, before you get 
married , we' re go ing to get married," she 
said. " I'm going to learn more about you 
than the friends who've know you your 
whole life." • 

The Best Built
 
structures on the market.
 
POOL CABANAS • STORAGE BUILDINGS
 

GOALSETTER BASKETBALL SYSTEMS 

If you are in need of extra storage, a quality play system or a 
place to entertain by the pool or in the garden, we have 
100's of designs to choose from. Visit our huge outdoor 
showrooms or call for a free color catalog. 

Available exclusively at 
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www.swlngtownonllne.com 
1855 US Highway 46 E 
Parsippany, NJ 07054* 
Located at Cerbo Lumber 

973-570-8697 
*No play systems at this location 
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